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Saudi Arabia

Despite moves for suffrage for women, women were
denied their vote in the September 2011 municipal
elections, according to the Human Rights Watch,
“despite a two-year delay to allow for logistical
preparations to include women”. This provoked a
campaign called ‘Baladi’ (‘my country’) to form,
campaigning to be able to vote in that election, and
allegedly attempting to register themselves for a
vote. The ‘Arab Spring’ is lauded as one of the
contributing factors towards helping enfranchise
Saudi women, with The Islam Daily, Observing
Media (sourced from Bloomberg) reporting that,
“Another group, the Saudi Women’s Revolution,
citing inspiration from the Arab activism that grew
into revolts against Mubarak and Tunisia’s Zine El
Abidine Ben Ali, is pressing for equal treatment”.
That said, Saudi Arabia saw comparatively little
action and protest during the months of unrest across
the ‘Arab world’ (as the King brought in massive
economic and employment rewards to maintain
satisfaction with leadership), although this does not
mean the ‘Spring’ did not encourage women’s
suffrage advocates to feel more confident in voicing
their protests.

King Abdullah’s announcement in 2011(due to come
in to play in 2015) of suffrage for women has seen
western onlookers lauding it as a moment of ‘Arab
Awakening’, in line with the patronising language of
the Western press throughout the ‘Arab Spring’.
However, it is distinctly more complex than this, not
least of all because voters – male or female – have
comparatively little power in Saudi Arabia, only able
to vote and run in municipal elections. As an absolute monarchy, the
Consultative Assembly and Council of Ministers are all appointed by King
Abdullah. In this sense, there is a lesser disparity between men’s right to vote
and women’s lack thereof, although the injustice of a lack of women’s suffrage is
of course no less important. There were commentators who noted that some
Saudis are hoping for an announcement of an increase in powers for the Shura,
allowing it to operate in a similar manner and command similar power to that of
a parliament, and who were therefore somewhat underwhelmed with the
declaration of suffrage, although, as far as I saw, no women were cited as saying

How benefits
crackdown
‘humiliates’
Britain's disabled
Army war veterans

Ten attacks on
mosques since
Woolwich murder

Top stories

News in pictures

UK news in pictures

More stories

News > UK > Home News

Fights for women’s suffrage outside the West
!

REBECCA MYERS   TUESDAY 28 MAY 2013

 TweetTweet 4   2

Advanced Search Article archive Topics

Most Viewed Most Commented Most Shared

Search The Independent  Go

Recently Read
Facebook

Unshare A new social reading experience from The Independent,
powered by Facebook. Learn More.

NEWS VOICES SPORT TECH LIFE PROPERTY ARTS & ENTS TRAVEL MONEY INDYBEST BLOGS STUDENT

UK World Business People Science Environment Media Technology Education Obituaries Diary Corrections Newsletter Appeals

Send ShareShare

Log In

Be the first of your friends to use The
Independent.

Recommend 1

http://ijobs.independent.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/dating/
http://www.independent.co.uk/property/
http://www.independentoffers.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/fights-for-womens-suffrage-outside-the-west-8631740.html#
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/fights-for-womens-suffrage-outside-the-west-8631740.html#
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/fights-for-womens-suffrage-outside-the-west-8631740.html#
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/fights-for-womens-suffrage-outside-the-west-8631740.html#
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/fights-for-womens-suffrage-outside-the-west-8631740.html#
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/saudi-women-in-drive-ban-legal-bid-6483456.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/woman-who-defied-saudi-regime-cancels-us-trip-over-death-threats-7827902.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/saudi-arabia-to-punish-men-for-converting-woman-to-christianity-8613463.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/obituaries/crown-prince-nayef-bin-abdulazizalsaud-hardline-heir-to-the-saudi-throne-7858730.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/leading-articles/leading-article-we-play-a-risky-political-game-in-saudi-arabia-6289507.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cmd8VUg6kUZbWGMbJwQHg2oDYCqzFposC5NqV5zTAjbcBEAEg3eqxFCgDUKr1lc8GYMmmgIu4pNwYyAEBqAMBqgSwAU_Q2Bq2_QUK68qVyQIGH4VXEwHQQtf9sc-KDuBgYJuvVQvVL3dnYz5Tv15tjJ2U4laQzzFQDmrMyK99C1EDbVD6KhWXXgs7dp4XF6ScMQnEAN0IxdkQ-YLT1d9SpmvRkcyr2PBv2d1nVEsj9S0Dutez08vcpslzldjqdDOvLsBzQgfSbhnUDUZh1VFMqUCvf8kOjWU3PDUJadIeD4b7uSNbuRyHZttUvvTeQFD8I_EAgAe477sV&num=1&sig=AOD64_3Czecy69GqYKZ5q9Rkeq3Ir5jqjw&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://www.symptomfind.com/search.php%3Fq%3Ddental%2Bimplants%26source%3Dgoogle_000%2B059a%2B208%2B000011aa_mtypec_content_dental%2520implants_adtext_14097516652_s_www.independent.co.uk_n_d_r_16140157402023128613
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cmd8VUg6kUZbWGMbJwQHg2oDYCqzFposC5NqV5zTAjbcBEAEg3eqxFCgDUKr1lc8GYMmmgIu4pNwYyAEBqAMBqgSwAU_Q2Bq2_QUK68qVyQIGH4VXEwHQQtf9sc-KDuBgYJuvVQvVL3dnYz5Tv15tjJ2U4laQzzFQDmrMyK99C1EDbVD6KhWXXgs7dp4XF6ScMQnEAN0IxdkQ-YLT1d9SpmvRkcyr2PBv2d1nVEsj9S0Dutez08vcpslzldjqdDOvLsBzQgfSbhnUDUZh1VFMqUCvf8kOjWU3PDUJadIeD4b7uSNbuRyHZttUvvTeQFD8I_EAgAe477sV&num=1&sig=AOD64_3Czecy69GqYKZ5q9Rkeq3Ir5jqjw&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://www.symptomfind.com/search.php%3Fq%3Ddental%2Bimplants%26source%3Dgoogle_000%2B059a%2B208%2B000011aa_mtypec_content_dental%2520implants_adtext_14097516652_s_www.independent.co.uk_n_d_r_16140157402023128613
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cw_VwUg6kUZbWGMbJwQHg2oDYCqvErtkFw-qYrnnrgKiXVhACIN3qsRQoA1Cn9LmMBWDJpoCLuKTcGKABxZPt4gPIAQGoAwGqBLMBT9CIEeP9BgrrypXJAgYfhVcTAdBC1_2xz4oO4GBgm69VC9Uvd2djPlO_Xm2MnZTiVpDPMVAOaszIr30LUQNtUPoqFZdeCzt2nhcXpJwxCcQA3QjF2RD5gtPV31Kma9GRzKvY8G_Z3WdUSyP1LQO617PTy9ymyXOV2Op0M68uwHNCB9JuGdQNRmHVUUypQKd_MyRauU-DEQlpIfTkQOmkI0tMH4OT2HBL9_6gVhZjULUeEAyIBgGAB6Pskh0&num=2&cid=5GhFhShrmMwX6kGOm-6-ONsG&sig=AOD64_2BVj0v_6lX-pyY-AxyliaRtoSH1Q&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://msw.usc.edu/request-info/index1.php%3Fc%3DGDN_interests%26l%3Dtext2%26s%3Dmarinppc%26ef_id%3DcC0mlHMXr_pcrid_32521582659_pmt__kw_
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cw_VwUg6kUZbWGMbJwQHg2oDYCqvErtkFw-qYrnnrgKiXVhACIN3qsRQoA1Cn9LmMBWDJpoCLuKTcGKABxZPt4gPIAQGoAwGqBLMBT9CIEeP9BgrrypXJAgYfhVcTAdBC1_2xz4oO4GBgm69VC9Uvd2djPlO_Xm2MnZTiVpDPMVAOaszIr30LUQNtUPoqFZdeCzt2nhcXpJwxCcQA3QjF2RD5gtPV31Kma9GRzKvY8G_Z3WdUSyP1LQO617PTy9ymyXOV2Op0M68uwHNCB9JuGdQNRmHVUUypQKd_MyRauU-DEQlpIfTkQOmkI0tMH4OT2HBL9_6gVhZjULUeEAyIBgGAB6Pskh0&num=2&cid=5GhFhShrmMwX6kGOm-6-ONsG&sig=AOD64_2BVj0v_6lX-pyY-AxyliaRtoSH1Q&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://msw.usc.edu/request-info/index1.php%3Fc%3DGDN_interests%26l%3Dtext2%26s%3Dmarinppc%26ef_id%3DcC0mlHMXr_pcrid_32521582659_pmt__kw_
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CgubTUg6kUZbWGMbJwQHg2oDYCqmY2ZID2aWLmGqzqt36LRADIN3qsRQoA1DZnpPE_P____8BYMmmgIu4pNwYoAH33tTbA8gBAagDAaoEswFP0OhUtv0HCuvKlckCBh-FVxMB0ELX_bHPig7gYGCbr1UL1S93Z2M-U79ebYydlOJWkM8xUA5qzMivfQtRA21Q-ioVl14LO3aeFxeknDEJxADdCMXZEPmC09XfUqZr0ZHMq9jwb9ndZ1RLI_UtA7rXs9PL3KbJc5XY6nQzry7Ac0IH0m4Z1A1GYdVRNKpAp38zJFqDHP8kCWkh9ORA6aQjS0wfg5PYcEv3_qBWFmNQ50ILN4gGAYAH8aCrJA&num=3&cid=5GhFhShrmMwX6kGOm-6-ONsG&sig=AOD64_2q1JBdyF54ZCbtdb7C_pgcB5Bpwg&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://MiracleGarciniaCambogia.com/article
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CgubTUg6kUZbWGMbJwQHg2oDYCqmY2ZID2aWLmGqzqt36LRADIN3qsRQoA1DZnpPE_P____8BYMmmgIu4pNwYoAH33tTbA8gBAagDAaoEswFP0OhUtv0HCuvKlckCBh-FVxMB0ELX_bHPig7gYGCbr1UL1S93Z2M-U79ebYydlOJWkM8xUA5qzMivfQtRA21Q-ioVl14LO3aeFxeknDEJxADdCMXZEPmC09XfUqZr0ZHMq9jwb9ndZ1RLI_UtA7rXs9PL3KbJc5XY6nQzry7Ac0IH0m4Z1A1GYdVRNKpAp38zJFqDHP8kCWkh9ORA6aQjS0wfg5PYcEv3_qBWFmNQ50ILN4gGAYAH8aCrJA&num=3&cid=5GhFhShrmMwX6kGOm-6-ONsG&sig=AOD64_2q1JBdyF54ZCbtdb7C_pgcB5Bpwg&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://MiracleGarciniaCambogia.com/article
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/fights-for-womens-suffrage-outside-the-west-8631740.html%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-5964551156905038%26ai0%3DCmd8VUg6kUZbWGMbJwQHg2oDYCqzFposC5NqV5zTAjbcBEAEg3eqxFCgDUKr1lc8GYMmmgIu4pNwYyAEBqAMBqgSwAU_Q2Bq2_QUK68qVyQIGH4VXEwHQQtf9sc-KDuBgYJuvVQvVL3dnYz5Tv15tjJ2U4laQzzFQDmrMyK99C1EDbVD6KhWXXgs7dp4XF6ScMQnEAN0IxdkQ-YLT1d9SpmvRkcyr2PBv2d1nVEsj9S0Dutez08vcpslzldjqdDOvLsBzQgfSbhnUDUZh1VFMqUCvf8kOjWU3PDUJadIeD4b7uSNbuRyHZttUvvTeQFD8I_EAgAe477sV%26ai1%3DCw_VwUg6kUZbWGMbJwQHg2oDYCqvErtkFw-qYrnnrgKiXVhACIN3qsRQoA1Cn9LmMBWDJpoCLuKTcGKABxZPt4gPIAQGoAwGqBLMBT9CIEeP9BgrrypXJAgYfhVcTAdBC1_2xz4oO4GBgm69VC9Uvd2djPlO_Xm2MnZTiVpDPMVAOaszIr30LUQNtUPoqFZdeCzt2nhcXpJwxCcQA3QjF2RD5gtPV31Kma9GRzKvY8G_Z3WdUSyP1LQO617PTy9ymyXOV2Op0M68uwHNCB9JuGdQNRmHVUUypQKd_MyRauU-DEQlpIfTkQOmkI0tMH4OT2HBL9_6gVhZjULUeEAyIBgGAB6Pskh0%26ai2%3DCgubTUg6kUZbWGMbJwQHg2oDYCqmY2ZID2aWLmGqzqt36LRADIN3qsRQoA1DZnpPE_P____8BYMmmgIu4pNwYoAH33tTbA8gBAagDAaoEswFP0OhUtv0HCuvKlckCBh-FVxMB0ELX_bHPig7gYGCbr1UL1S93Z2M-U79ebYydlOJWkM8xUA5qzMivfQtRA21Q-ioVl14LO3aeFxeknDEJxADdCMXZEPmC09XfUqZr0ZHMq9jwb9ndZ1RLI_UtA7rXs9PL3KbJc5XY6nQzry7Ac0IH0m4Z1A1GYdVRNKpAp38zJFqDHP8kCWkh9ORA6aQjS0wfg5PYcEv3_qBWFmNQ50ILN4gGAYAH8aCrJA&usg=AFQjCNGEAP2HXlHzAawVsWcg4pGy9kkYTQ
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/benefits-crackdown-humiliates-disabled-army-war-veterans-8633610.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/ten-attacks-on-mosques-since-woolwich-murder-8633594.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world-news-in-pictures-8026326.html?action=gallery&ino=1&autoplay=true
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/uk-news-in-pictures-8446454.html?action=gallery&ino=1&autoplay=true
http://www.independent.co.uk/search/simple.do?destinationSectionUniqueName=search&publicationName=ind&pageLength=5&startDay=1&startMonth=1&startYear=2010&useSectionFilter=true&useHideArticle=true&searchString=byline_text:(%22Rebecca%20Myers%22)&displaySearchString=Rebecca%20Myers
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.independent.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuk%2Fhome-news%2Ffights-for-womens-suffrage-outside-the-west-8631740.html&related=Independent&text=Fights%20for%20women%E2%80%99s%20suffrage%20outside%20the%20West%20-%20Home%20News%20-%20UK%20-%20The%20Independent&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.independent.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuk%2Fhome-news%2Ffights-for-womens-suffrage-outside-the-west-8631740.html&via=Independent
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.independent.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuk%2Fhome-news%2Ffights-for-womens-suffrage-outside-the-west-8631740.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/
http://www.independent.co.uk/advancedsearch/
http://www.independent.co.uk/article-archive/
http://www.independent.co.uk/topics/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/fights-for-womens-suffrage-outside-the-west-8631740.html#tabs-1-1
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/fights-for-womens-suffrage-outside-the-west-8631740.html#tabs-1-2
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/fights-for-womens-suffrage-outside-the-west-8631740.html#tabs-1-3
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CENqpUw6kUeOJJua1sQfpwIDYBvCDxNECAAAQASAAUIHq6_EDYMmmgIu4pNwYggEXY2EtcHViLTM3MTEyOTE0NTA0NDQ5NjjIAQKpAmOA0CrWWLk-4AIAqAMBqgTTAU_Qy7PYQIofdm10M8ssgGnZzQv821cp2f1ye0xWnHis_9pZ5kKQZthjwvHRED8jd5-AXcRURUBc3dmKjMDz8Fdpe8_p5K1kJtuqE1VcCVXGh7qrnWbKZixHK-LokroCgzQnDWLYO_yCbY0XINzJKeZZ_BM84ToiFrqXIwi41EyquOeu04mXSSN4JSUY9omF-cuX3pSzGZnoR2numLfSPaQAC9nIda_VJzyoUT4PSHzllb5k02I3uxayvyS4WWmsJ91pHAzm4tqEWXiXUhZga3Om5IPgBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_3MHDTQ3j6NMAqIdY1TIgfRpFx6kQ&client=ca-pub-3711291450444968&adurl=http://www.independent.co.uk/money/international-money-transfers/
http://www.independent.co.uk/recentlyread
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/fights-for-womens-suffrage-outside-the-west-8631740.html#
http://www.independent.co.uk/recentlyread
http://www.independent.co.uk/i/
http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/
http://www.independent.co.uk/sport/
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/
http://www.independent.co.uk/property/
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/
http://www.independent.co.uk/travel/
http://www.independent.co.uk/money/
http://www.independent.co.uk/extras/indybest/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/student/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/obituaries/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/diary/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/corrections/
http://www.independent.co.uk/service/sign-up-for-our-free-indy-newsletters-7447014.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/appeals/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.facebook.com/apps/application.php?id=235586169789578


as such.

However, it is within the wider frame of Saudi society that we can more fully
understand the significance of women obtaining the vote. Much has been made
of connections between the recent enfranchisement of women  and the fact that
women are still not allowed to drive cars, a movement that gained publicity
during the ‘Arab Spring’ with Women2Drive (twitter @women2drive)
clamouring for Saudi women to take to the wheel starting 17th June. Wajeha al-
Huwaider and Manal al-Sharif filming themselves driving, but it was during
2011 that the movement really got underway, with around 70 reported cases of
women driving.

There has been speculation that the announcement for suffrage for women has
come as somewhat a product of the grassroots driving campaign, and a
campaigner, Khulood al-Fahad, 33, was quoted as saying of the suffrage
announcement, "We are all surprised by this today because we are waiting for
the right to drive a car... We didn't expect this." On a similarly positive note, it is
believed that a move to legalise women driving will occur soon, since the lack of
a woman’s right to drive will look somewhat absurd against the implementation
of a woman’s right to vote. Concerns have also been raised about how women
would campaign for office without actually being able to drive. However, the
conservative strains of Saudi society should not be underestimated, and it must
be noted that the King is very much moving cautiously within the boundaries of
both a strict Islamic law and the criticism of the conservative branches of his
rule.

There has been interesting commentary on the idea of a ‘cultural image’ of
Saudi Arabian women – the classic image propagated in the West of an
oppressed, submissive woman wearing a full Burqa – and possibly also this in
the light of the Saudi nationality of many of the 9/11 bombers. Some Saudis
have spoken of the idea of a poor international image due to their treatment of
women.

Thus, the fact that women will be allowed the effective (or “technical”) equal
participation in politics as men is hugely significant in comparison to the
extensive restrictions placed on the rest of their lives. However, it is these very
restrictions that may hinder this political equality, even as it comes into effect.
With strict Saudi versions of Islamic law, women are forced to live out their lives
in public under the watch of a male guardian, which could well see women
denied their right to vote by the control of guardianship by men. The King’s
announcement, during which he stated, “Because we refuse to marginalise
women in society in all roles that comply with sharia, we have decided, after
deliberation with our senior clerics... to involve women in the Shura Council as
members”, I would argue, highlights another worry of achieving suffrage for
women, which is that it may be used to feign equality has been achieved and
gloss over other aspects of life in which women are indeed “marginalised”.

That said, King Abdullah’s announcement that suffrage would be granted to the
women of Saudi Arabia is an historic, extremely significant one, and
commentators believe it highlights the King’s “reformist” side. It is also
extremely encouraging for believers in what one article referred to as ‘Real
Islam’, aside from extremist interpretations, as the King is acting within the
declarations of the Qur’an that women should be fully active members of
society.

Women’s Enfranchisement during Apartheid

 [Unfortunately, sources on this topic have been much harder to come by, and
my own background knowledge of Apartheid is relatively poor. However, I have
tried to find interesting material on the disparity between white and black
women in particular, where possible.]

One of the key features of South African Apartheid was the disenfranchisement
of all non-whites, in 19 (following the 1892 Franchise and Ballot Act, which
reduced the voting rights of black citizens based on property and education
qualifications, and Separate Representation of Voters Act in 1951 removed black
voters from the main voters’ roll, placing them on a separate one, from which
their rights were significantly reduced). White women could vote from 1930,
and all white adults could vote regardless of property from 1931. To this end,
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women of colour suffered a great deal under Apartheid, discriminated against
on the basis of both their gender and their race. Commentators argue the
situation between black and white women is still very poor. In 1975, the
International Year of Women, black and white women allegedly tried to unite
and form common ground over various community projects. However, great
disparity between the lives of black and white South African women showed as
black women got drawn into the Soweto Crisis of 1976 (police opened fire on
10,000 students marching in mass protests against the government proposals to
introduce education in Afrikaans instead of English. 200 people died on the first
day) and many white women could not empathise, instead blaming the violent
events on the coloured children.

South Africa History Archive tells us that, “in South Africa, the struggle for
women's rights was central to the fight against Apartheid.” Women played
pivotal roles in many anti-Apartheid organisations, such as the Bantu Women’s
League, which then became the prominent ANC Women’s League in the 1940s.

The ANC Women’s League’s Women’s Charter, adopted by the ANCWL in 1954,
is available to read on the ANC’s website at  http://www.anc.org.za/show.php?
id=4666 and reads, “We shall strive for women to obtain: 1. The right to vote
and to be elected to all State bodies, without restriction or discrimination.”
However, it should be noted, as has been the case with women’s fights for
suffrage across the globe, the enfranchisement of women often falls below the
fight for other rights: in the case of the Women’s Charter, great emphasis is
placed on motherhood and family life, and suffrage receives only one mention,
in the list of aims at the end of the Charter.

In fact, on the webpage of the ANC website entitled ‘The Role of Women in the
Struggle Against Apartheid’ (http://www.anc.org.za/show.php?id=4667), none
of the words ‘suffrage’, ‘franchise’, or ‘vote’ feature at all.

One of the major problems of the anti-Apartheid movement for black women
seems to be the lack of unity between white and black women, with the ANC
noting that, despite the fact that there were white alliance organisations, “the
lack of a broad-based women’s organisation made the participation of women
sporadic”. It is, however, hardly surprising, given the disparity between living
conditions of black and white, and nature of family life for each. I would also
suggest, perhaps, that the fact that white women had the vote caused tension
between white and black women, as black women were discriminated on the
basis of both their gender and race.

The South Africa History Archive cites the moves against pass books as some of
“The most famous moment of women's rights in South Africa”. This “took place
on August 9, 1956. On this day, 20 000 women from all walks of life marched on
the Union Buildings in Pretoria. They brought with them petitions signed by
over 100 000 women opposing the proposed amendments to the Urban Areas
Act of 1950, which would control their movement and require many to carry
pass books. Since 1994, August 9 has been celebrated as a national holiday in
honour of all women of South Africa and their contribution to the creation of an
equal and democratic society”. Notably, this march was led by Helen Joseph, a
prominent white anti-Apartheid activist. This day is now celebrated as South
African Women’s Day.

Helen Suzman is another white anti-Apartheid activist, and was an MP for the
Progressive party. She was also the only MP at one point to openly oppose
Apartheid. Suzman very much took advantage of the enfranchisement and
political representation of white women to have her voice against Apartheid
heard.

The Black Sash was a movement of white women opposed to Apartheid, who
originally campaigned against the separate roll for non-white voters produced
by the Separate Representation of Voters Act. They then branched out into
protesting other areas of life under Apartheid, including the Pass Laws, and
aimed to use their racial privilege of having a voice to protest the racial
discrimination of others.
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