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27. Grandmother's Dream: The Houghtons

Grandmother's Dream
By Becky Brown

Caroline Garlinghouse Houghton had a dream for her three daughters. Widowed and well-
to-do, she set her sights on Bryn Mawr College for each girl. After being diagnosed with
cancer at age 38 she spent her last months making preparations for the future. She did
not want her daughters, ages 12 to 16, raised by rich relatives with very different values.

Caroline Garlinghouse Houghton (1856-1894)

Before Caroline died she enrolled the girls in a secondary school that specialized in
preparing girls for Bryn Mawr and rented them a house nearby. Her dreams were set
aside once they were orphaned. Caroline's brother-in-law Amory Houghton took over the
girls' guardianship. As president of Corning Glass Works he had the money and self-
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importance to believe he knew what was best for girls and that did not include a college
degree. Katherine and Edith challenged their uncle in court and found their own guardian,
a family friend who also believed girls should get an education.

Katherine Martha Houghton

Katherine (1878-1951), Edith (1879–1948) and Marion (1882-1968) each fulfilled their
mother's dream and graduated from Bryn Mawr. Katherine did graduate work at Radcliffe
and Edith went on to medical school at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore. Edith married medical
student Donald Russell Hooker and Katherine married medical student Thomas Hepburn
who opened a practice in Hartford, Connecticut. Marion went on to Columbia University,
married Stevens T. Mason and moved to Detroit.

Edith Houghton
Each Houghton was active in social work, in the fight for women's rights and each raised
her own children to believe in the equality of women and the necessity of having a voice.
Marion was President of the Detroit Equal Suffrage League and of the League of Women
Voters. Edith is remembered as an important figure in the fight for Maryland women's
rights. She was an organizer and publisher, editing the Maryland Suffrage News and a
later journal Equal Rights.
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Edith Houghton Hooker in the 1920s at right,
 seated next to Alice Paul

Katherine organized the Hartford Equal Franchise League and was president of the
Connecticut Woman Suffrage Association. She and Edith, influenced by Emmeline
Pankhurst and Alice Paul, were members of the more radical arm of the American
women's movement, the Women's Suffrage Party.

Katherine's daughter remembered picketing the
Wilson White House as a child with her mother.

The woman wearing the Bryn Mawr banner
above might very well be a Houghton.

Once the battle for women's suffrage was won Katherine fought to legalize birth control
with childhood friend Margaret Sanger. She was on the Board of Directors of Sanger's
National Committee on Federal Legislation on Birth Control.
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Katherine Houghton Hepburn with her six children about 1920

Katherine's main claim to lasting fame has been her namesake daughter Katherine
Hepburn, the movie star, who told Life Magazine in the 1940s, "My mother is important. I
am not."

Grandmother's Dream can recall Caroline Houghton who never knew her grandchildren
but whose dreams lasted beyond her death.

Grandmother's Dream
By Dustin Cecil

The pattern is a variation of one given that name by the Ladies' Art Company pattern
house (BlockBase #4107.)

BlockBase #4104
is the variation here.

America's primary suffrage color was
gold, often contrasted with black or
dark violet. The shade is close to the
yellow-orange we see in 19th-century
quilts, the color the dyers called
chrome orange and we call cheddar.
Click on the picture to see a post on
gold.

Australian suffragists adopted the
colors of the Women's Freedom
League: Green, gold and white.

SYMBOLIC COLORS: GREEN, GOLD
AND WHITE

This Block of the Week is the perfect
place to use your William Morris
repros and Arts & Crafts prints.
Suffragists made good use of Arts &
Crafts design in their imagery. Click
on the picture to see more about my
fall Morris collection: The Morris
Apprentice

ANY COLORS YOU LIKE

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-tP6dkN7oCtA/UN89Yv9ivPI/AAAAAAAAapc/SHqlwYXAYC0/s1600/hepburn_family.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-s29B-TkkxrY/UN85cAra_rI/AAAAAAAAamM/QW0FqYIrXGA/s1600/27granmother%2527s+dreamDustinCecil.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-1iqjM3WQJLY/UN8zSs0VAMI/AAAAAAAAai0/yuIffvbEasY/s1600/000BlockBase.jpg
http://grandmotherschoice.blogspot.com/2012/09/4-kansas-sunflower-yellow-and-gold.html
http://www.unitednotions.com/fcc_the-morris-apprentice.pdf.


Here's the PDF: [Updated and fixed--but labeled 26 when it should be 27]
https://workspaces.acrobat.com/app.html#d=e3VBnGFE-16569oLVaG3bg

Cutting an 8" Finished Block
 A - See the templates in the PDF. Or cut 8 rectangles 5-1/4" long by 1-1/2" and trim the
ends at 45 degree angles.

B - Cut 4 squares 2-1/2".
C - See the templates in the PDF and cut 4. The rectangles with seams included should
measure 2-1/2" across.
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Posted by Barbara Brackman at 6:00 AM

Grandmother's Dream
By Becky Brown

Read a family summary of Edith Houghton Hooker's life here:
http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/m/o/s/Margo-H-Moser-VA/WEBSITE-
0001/UHP-0004.html
Katherine Houghton Hepburn (the elder) is in the Connecticut Women's Hall of Fame.
Click here:
http://www.cwhf.org/inductees/reformers/
Edith Houghton Hooker is in the Maryland Women's Hall of Fame.
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/educ/exhibits/womenshall/html/hooker.html 

The pattern, made this week as a block, was also done as a mosaic type
of design made of a square and an elongated hexagon. Here's a cheerful
version from the 1940s or '50s.

Recommend this on Google

13 comments:

Quilteuse Forever March 2, 2013 at 6:32 AM

What a beautiful block once more!

Reply

Sue Hilton March 2, 2013 at 6:51 AM

I love this block. However, the link to the templates is not working for me. Says the
format is wrong. Can you just post the pdf? Thanks again for this series. It is just

We'll use the term Suffragist, a
general term for people campaigning
for women's right to vote---women's
suffrage. In 1906 English
newspapers began using the term
Suffragette to refer to the militant
Women's Social and Political Union.
WSPU members were thus
Suffragettes, everyone else a
Suffragist. Click on the picture to
read more at the Museum of London
website:

SUFFRAGETTES OR SUFFRAGISTS?

 
I can't figure out the button thing. But
you can copy this image to a gadget
on your blog and link to the address
in the bar at the top:
grandmotherschoice.blogspot.com

A BUTTON

http://herstoryproject.blogspot.com
/

Suffrage Wagon News Channel

WEB SITES ON THE TOPIC

!  2013 (10)

!  March (1)

27. Grandmother's Dream: The
Houghtons

"  February (5)

"  January (4)

"  2012 (25)

BLOG ARCHIVE

http://grandmotherschoice.blogspot.com/2013/03/27-grandmothers-dream-houghtons.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-LFXkUHYNBwo/UN85ZGUwkMI/AAAAAAAAamE/_AM-4mLEriE/s1600/27+Grandmother%2527s+Dream+BeckyBrown.jpg
http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/m/o/s/Margo-H-Moser-VA/WEBSITE-0001/UHP-0004.html
http://www.cwhf.org/inductees/reformers/
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/educ/exhibits/womenshall/html/hooker.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-3dxUaNoA8x8/UN87mJBQ0mI/AAAAAAAAanw/OOxdANyMxsQ/s1600/27+grandmothersdream.jpg
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2654842531538502580&postID=6897646675907137732&target=email
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2654842531538502580&postID=6897646675907137732&target=blog
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2654842531538502580&postID=6897646675907137732&target=twitter
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2654842531538502580&postID=6897646675907137732&target=facebook
http://www.blogger.com/profile/13179324412942419093
http://grandmotherschoice.blogspot.com/2013/03/27-grandmothers-dream-houghtons.html?showComment=1362227563535#c703643519077487023
javascript:;
http://www.blogger.com/profile/07294234054632481854
http://grandmotherschoice.blogspot.com/2013/03/27-grandmothers-dream-houghtons.html?showComment=1362228695877#c7118587254308297327
http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/Explore-online/Pocket-histories/wc/world_city_5.htm
http://grandmotherschoice.blogspot.com/
http://herstoryproject.blogspot.com/
http://www.suffragewagon.org/
javascript:void(0)
http://grandmotherschoice.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2013-01-01T00:00:00-06:00&updated-max=2014-01-01T00:00:00-06:00&max-results=10
javascript:void(0)
http://grandmotherschoice.blogspot.com/2013_03_01_archive.html
http://grandmotherschoice.blogspot.com/2013/03/27-grandmothers-dream-houghtons.html
javascript:void(0)
http://grandmotherschoice.blogspot.com/2013_02_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://grandmotherschoice.blogspot.com/2013_01_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://grandmotherschoice.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2012-01-01T00:00:00-06:00&updated-max=2013-01-01T00:00:00-06:00&max-results=25


Replies

Reply

wonderful. I am making the quilt, and keeping all your posts, and plan to give it and them
to my granddaughter on her 18th birthday. :)

Reply

Anonymous March 2, 2013 at 6:56 AM

Agreed! This one is special as I'm piecing this in honor of my own grandma; she often
spoke of the importance of voting. She was a teenager in 1920! (And, I'm a fan of
Katherine Hepburn. Fun!) I'm learning so much about suffragists and their cause.
Thanks, Barbara Brackman, for this great project!!

Reply

Anonymous March 2, 2013 at 6:59 AM

Sue Hilton - The 'g' is missing in the link. I was able to copy/paste the link+g to open the
pdf.

Reply

susan March 2, 2013 at 7:51 AM

not working for me!

christine March 2, 2013 at 7:05 AM

I can't open this PDF, the address is not avaliable ! thanks

Reply

Barbara Brackman March 2, 2013 at 7:52 AM

I just woke up and tried it and fixed it. Sorry. It should work now.

Reply

teri/craktpot March 2, 2013 at 8:09 AM

Beautiful! Just noticed the template .PDF is labeled Week 26

Reply

suzanne March 2, 2013 at 8:10 AM

I've read a lot about Katharine Hepburn & knew about her mother's work on birth control,
but I didn't know about how her mother got her education. Fascinating. Actress Katharine
Hepburn also went to Bryn Mawr where she was an indifferent student and started
acting. Don't know if she graduated. Just as well the way things turned out. Her
unconventional and outspoken public persona also did a lot to encourage women to step
forward, don't you think?

Reply

Barbara Brackman March 2, 2013 at 10:31 AM

Re: The template numbering. I switch the order around and forget to change all the
numbers. Re: Katherine Hepburn---she certainly was a great screen model for an
independent woman and for wearing pants.

Reply

pinkdeenster March 2, 2013 at 4:16 PM

Reply

This comment has been removed by the author.

Anonymous March 3, 2013 at 6:01 PM

Today I read about the 3/3/1913 March on Washington. So much of this history I've not
known, and now I do thanks to your instigation of renewed interest. Thanks!
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desertskyquilts March 3, 2013 at 9:08 PM

What a wonderful, wonderful article. Thank you. Katharine Hepburn was always a
favorite of mine because she was so genteel. I see she got that from a line of women of
steel. =)

Reply
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