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Bruce Dearstyne: Connecting History And Public Policy

Four recent developments remind us of the
opportunities to tie history to other initiatives
here in New York. Doing that successfully
will continue to require leadership,
persistence, and imagination.

*New York pride...and history? The New
York State Economic Development
Corporation is running ads in business
journals to attract businesses to the state. The
ads link to the Development Corporation's
Web Site. The ads say, among other things:

This is No Place to Dream Small

No matter who you are or what you dream of becoming, remember this:

No one ever came here to take a back seat,

Play second fiddle,

Or make it small.

This is New York State.

Big Happens Here

This proud assertion of New York’s leadership, a place for opportunity and growth, reminds us of the
importance of our history. New York has always been a great place. During most of that history, New
York has been the business, banking, and manufacturing leader of the nation. It has always been a place
where “big happens.” More history of particular businesses and a book on the economic history of New
York State would be helpful in highlighting the point.
*Economic development...and history? In December, Governor Andrew Cuomo announced awards
totalling $738 million through Round Two of his Regional Economic Development Council initiative. The
goal is to jump-start the economy and create jobs. In Round One, last year, there were several grants for a
number of history-related projects. This year, a number have history-related connections. A few examples,
from the governor's announcement:

$1.5 million for infrastructure improvements related to the planned redevelopment of the
Syracuse Inner Harbor including environmental remediation, public infrastructure
improvements, renovation of the NYS Canals maintenance building into a crew boathouse,
and/or relocation of the freight house as a potential Canal museum.
$2 million to develop the site of the closed Harlem Valley Psychiatric Center in Dutchess
County, including upgrading a Metro-North train station, a commercial/retail area, 9-hole golf
course, community center, and 200 units of housing.
$1 million for the preservation and redevelopment of the iconic 1904 Glenwood Power Plant
on the Hudson River in Yonkers for a mixed-use program would create a social, business and
cultural destination.
$1.2 million for the construction of a mile-long Hudson Landing Promenade along the
Hudson River straddling the City of Kingston/Town of Ulster municipal boundary on an old
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industrial site.
$2.0 million for the creation of a Community Transformation Tourism Fund. This new fund
administered by the Adirondack Economic Development Council will establish a specialized
loan fund for tourism-related ventures, which supports the need to foster tourism development
across the North Country.
$1 million for the Natural History Museum of the Adirondacks to construct an elevated
walkway with interactive exhibits as a major added attraction at the Wild Center to support
tourism development in the region.
$275,000 to help the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum undertake a comprehensive
digitization project that will allow users to access the entire Hall of Fame collection online,
with images and curatorial comments.
$250,000 to support the Rome Capitol Theater expand its operations into three adjacent
buildings and restore the historic main auditorium, adding jobs, additional performance
spaces, and encouraging activity in Rome's Central Business District.
$420,000 for the restoration and reopening of Gowanda’s Historic Hollywood Theater, a
project that is expected to create jobs, enhance cultural tourism and encourage new business
development.
$4 million is being provided to preserve the historic nature and long-term value of Kiernan
Plaza, attracting economically stable and synergistic high-tech companies to downtown
Albany.

This state regional economic development initiative has considerable potential for the future. But to
capitalize on it, historical programs need to consult with each other on a regional basis; tie historic
preservation, e.g., adaptive reuse of historic buildings and sites, to economic development; and promote
“heritage tourism.” It shows again the need for a publication or web site on “The Business Case for New
York State and Local History.”

*Digital government...and history? The New York State Committee on Open Government’s 2012
Report to the Governor and the Legislature recommends more “open data” and “proactive use of
technologies to make the vast amounts of valuable government-held information more widely available,
and to facilitate its ready use by policy makers and the public alike.” Since 1974, users of the Freedom of
Information Law (“FOIL”) have been able to submit written requests to “pull” records out of government
agencies. The Committee’s proposal reverses that, in a sense:

The concept of proactive disclosure upends the current FOIL model by facilitating the
release of relevant information through agency websites and other techniques,
without the need for any specific request. Several state and local government
agencies in New York now routinely post records online, and this trend should be
embraced and encouraged. Fully embracing E-Government holds the potential to
improve government efficiency and effectiveness, to educate and empower citizens,
and to unleash public and private sector creativity and innovation.

The report provides several examples, including several New York State Department of Health databases,
Office of General Services web site information on state contracts, and Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department and city Police Department working with the Los Angeles Times to create “a filterable,
mapped database of county crime.”

The report focuses on open government and getting current and recent information out to the public. It
does not discuss the potential benefit for history. But the idea of making more electronic information
available on the web has implications for archivists working to preserve digital records and for historians
and other researchers who might make use of the information. It will require policies and technical
capabilities to maintain the information indefinitely to make it accessible to future users.

*Disaster preparedness…and history? In November, in the wake of Superstorm Sandy, Governor
Cuomo established three commissions to help the state plan and prepare for future disasters. This suggests
two questions from a history standpoint. 

One, how have state and local governments reacted to past natural disasters such as the Blizzard of 1888,
the Long Island hurricane of 1938, and Hurricane Agnes, which devastated the Southern Tier in 1972? 

Two, how should the governor’s new “NYS 2100 Commission,” charged with “finding ways to improve
the resilience and strength of the state’s infrastructure in the face of natural disasters and other
emergencies,” factor in the need to protect historic structures, museums, historical societies, and other
repositories of history source material?
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Hi,

This is a wonderful step of the state. It will surely help boost the economy.

January 4, 2013 4:16 AM

Shaving Begins for 5th
Adirondack Donegal Beard
Co...

Bruce Dearstyne: Connecting
History And Public Pol...

'Open Storage' At Washington’s
Headquarters

Warrensburg’s Dick Whitby,
Notable Musician

"  2012 (775)

"  2011 (739)

"  2010 (713)

"  2009 (421)

"  2008 (146)

 

Simple template. Powered by Blogger.

http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/2013/01/shaving-begins-for-5th-adirondack.html
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/2013/01/open-storage-at-washingtons-headquarters.html
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/feeds/5022784889165660109/comments/default
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/search/label/Erie%20Canal
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/search/label/Historic%20Preservation
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/search/label/Hudson%20River
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/search/label/Hurricane%20Sandy
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/search/label/Natural%20History
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/search/label/Public%20History
http://www.blogger.com/comment.g?blogID=209042892456849229&postID=5022784889165660109
http://incometherapy.com/
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/2013/01/bruce-dearstyne-connecting-history-and.html?showComment=1357291015972#c6472199299647045345
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/2013/01/shaving-begins-for-5th-adirondack.html
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/2013/01/bruce-dearstyne-connecting-history-and.html
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/2013/01/open-storage-at-washingtons-headquarters.html
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/2013/01/warrensburgs-dick-whitby-notable.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/search?updated-min=2012-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&updated-max=2013-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/search?updated-min=2011-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&updated-max=2012-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/search?updated-min=2010-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&updated-max=2011-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/search?updated-min=2009-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&updated-max=2010-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://www.newyorkhistoryblog.com/search?updated-min=2008-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&updated-max=2009-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&max-results=50
http://www.jaycenter.org/
http://www.blogger.com/

