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Topics: Sylvia Pankhurst ! Women's Social and Political Union

 
Personal collection with messages from leading figures of the Women’s Social and Political Union comes to auction next week

“Bravely and willingly we bear our share of the world’s burdens. Why then deny us the right to vote which would dignify our labour and increase our power
of service?” writes suffragette and feminist icon Sylvia Pankhurst in a rare autograph album collecting the thoughts of dozens of her fellow suffragettes,
which is set to go up for auction next week.

Pankhurst’s writing in the album is accompanied by a line from playwright and Pankhurst family friend George Bernard Shaw, who has signed the book
and replied, “Ungrateful Sylvia! Did I ever deny it?” The album, which dates back to 1909, includes 50 autographs from suffragettes and sympathisers,
many written from prison following Emmeline Pankhurst’s Women’s Social and Political Union‘s second window-breaking campaign in 1912.
Pankhurst had said that “the broken pane of glass is the most valuable argument in modern politics”.

Constance Bryer was one of the imprisoned suffragettes to sign the album. The 42-year-old violinist was
serving four months in Winson Green prison in Birmingham for breaking windows on London’s Regent
Street, and was on hunger strike. She wrote: “Suffragettes we sit and sew, / Sew and sit and sit and sew, /
Twenty-five are we: / Making shirts and socks for men, / Cannot get away from them / Even here you
see.” The artist Olive Wharry, held in the same place, quoted Richard Lovelace, writing: “Stone walls do

not a prison make / Nor iron bars a cage.”

The album is being auctioned for private owners by Dominic Winter Auctioneers of South Cerney, Gloucestershire on 12 December. Auctioneer Chris
Albury believes its compiler is likely to have been one of the Redfern sisters, Emily, Elizabeth or Adeline, all of whom signed the album.
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Adeline, who set up the Stoke-on-Trent branch of the WSPU in 1908, wrote in the album on 18 March
1911: “The women’s movement is a revolution of the highest order; it is a moral revolution which marks a
crisis in human evolution, and which will tend to arrest the physical and national decay which has set
in.” In March 1912, Adeline was tried at Bow Street for “breaking windows value £20! on New Bond
Street, and said –according to the journal Votes for Women – “It was one more blow for
freedom.”

Other signatories to the album, which Albury expects to fetch £5,000, include Helen Archdale, Sarah
Benett, Hilda Burkitt, Charlotte Despard and Kitty Marion, who wrote: “the greatest enemy to freedom is
not the tyrant, but the contented slave”. VH Friedlaender wrote out one of her own poems, The Road,
which ends: “And yet – the road is ours, as never theirs; / Is not one thing on us alone bestowed? / For
us the master-joy, oh, pioneers – / We shall not travel, but we make the road!”

“This is a fantastic survival from a period when the militant arm of the women’s suffrage movement was
most active. The album of names is like a roll call of well-known and now-forgotten suffragettes who so believed in votes for women that they were
prepared to disrupt political meetings, break windows and burn post boxes to publicise their cause,” said Albury.

“Many of these women not only faced imprisonment but social contempt from family and friends as well as the public at large. The passion of conviction
shines through these many quotations, many of which were written, like Bryer and Wharry’s, from Winson Green prison in Birmingham while on hunger
strike. This prompted the brutal use of force-feeding and what became known as the ‘Cat and Mouse Act’ where weakened hunger-strikers were released
from prison only to be re-arrested to continue their sentence once they had recovered their health.”

© Guardian News and Media 2012

 

The Electronic Cigarette The New Skinny Pill Bad News for Your
Insurer

In Espanola? Cruise Deal

Weighs 170, Benches
420

1 Sneaky Linguistic Trick Weird New Mexico
Loophole

Shocking Video...

 

Share this story >>

http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2012/12/06/suffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles//print/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2012/12/06/suffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles/#
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2012/12/06/suffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles/#
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=roxannecooper&source=tbx32-250&lng=en-us&s=reddit&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F&title=Suffragette%20autograph%20album%20illuminates%20movement%E2%80%99s%20struggles%20%7C%20The%20Raw%20Story&ate=AT-roxannecooper/-/-/50c49852280a852d/6&frommenu=1&uid=50c49852eea64956&ct=1&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=roxannecooper&source=tbx32-250&lng=en-us&s=digg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F&title=Suffragette%20autograph%20album%20illuminates%20movement%E2%80%99s%20struggles%20%7C%20The%20Raw%20Story&ate=AT-roxannecooper/-/-/50c49852280a852d/7&frommenu=1&uid=50c498521a28a1e1&ct=1&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2012/12/06/suffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles/#
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=roxannecooper&source=tbx32-250&lng=en-us&s=fark&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F&title=Suffragette%20autograph%20album%20illuminates%20movement%E2%80%99s%20struggles%20%7C%20The%20Raw%20Story&ate=AT-roxannecooper/-/-/50c49852280a852d/8&frommenu=1&uid=50c498528cdb6f44&ct=1&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=roxannecooper&source=tbx32-250&lng=en-us&s=stumbleupon&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F&title=Suffragette%20autograph%20album%20illuminates%20movement%E2%80%99s%20struggles%20%7C%20The%20Raw%20Story&ate=AT-roxannecooper/-/-/50c49852280a852d/9&frommenu=1&uid=50c49852e71a513b&ct=1&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2012/12/06/suffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles/#
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2012/12/06/suffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles/#
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2012/12/03/department-of-transportation-marijuana-use-still-unacceptable/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2012/12/07/projected-birth-increases-leads-texas-to-revisit-family-planning-funds/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2012/12/08/mobster-uses-mass-campaign-emails-from-obama-and-other-politicians-in-court-to-prove-hes-well-connected/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2012/12/06/fox-news-host-gretchen-carlson-complains-courts-listen-to-non-religious-minorities/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2012/12/04/right-wing-misinformation-leads-half-of-republicans-to-believe-acorn-stole-2012-election/
http://www.lifescript.com/Health/Everyday-Care/Prevention/7_Stupid_Health_Mistakes.aspx
http://blogs.ancestry.com/cm/2012/10/16/you-wont-believe-who-romneys-related-to/
http://www.edmunds.com/car-care/stop-changing-your-oil.html
http://www.medpagetoday.com/hematologyoncology/lungcancer/3393
http://www.envita.com/lyme-disease/finally-one-link-established-chronic-fatigue-syndrome-cfs-lupus-fibromyalgia-autoimmune-disease-chronic-lyme-disease
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cvlt1VJjEUIizLO3W2QWNqoDwB8nsrvMCoe233jfAjbcBEAEgmpWEAlDFuuOO______8BYMnug4u4pNwYoAGnq7XmA8gBAuACAKgDAcgDnQSqBOABT9CFbEtrxvKjfELkmQcduIrM7nVVWjcaA8yIhxcfWkykKSTVsQxCO1kxj-Uv5TpatuLn2ZtXDkb38PsDTOG-6Ro08z-rJCfw_jWiM7VKAOWPGQERylq4WMkI5SwbrNQx9GWRcGfxpD9TKNj4j5WtG6k87BL2wMUCbw4aqzlhXgrvyuLbXQAxXih0-Eqmw1s8e9Q0tEzceAvgE_PD_bnxjwpHTuuBuNRN2otS4f0dHRiLw7gsks3Svy6CeuAcw0lkbXwsATjAoEeS2Gk7IX7QK5cu1PHcANPh2kllSfEQmS3gBAGgBgKAB8HUyhk&num=1&sig=AOD64_0LHJ5imwf3MYZidYimOh-S_cgk0w&client=ca-pub-5155643920455169&adurl=https://fwe.inklingmarkets.com/cs_email_signups/new%3Freferrer%3DGoogle
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.rawstory.com/rs/2012/12/06/suffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles/%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-5155643920455169%26ai0%3DCDsH4VZjEUPWPKMqG2wWSxIDwCIOWvZ8Dm-qhmjvAjbcBEAEgmpWEAlC10_u2_v____8BYMnug4u4pNwYoAGdwandA8gBAqgDAaoEugFP0GLJcdzHQPqnNO9WK4044fF1QTWc331NilOzuSR0I7E9yjzJ1a3qjdrEVjVU6XVPzU6I_DK7wOCaFUs2b-TWMFR-LcawfbhIl66hy1cCNK7IOFdMjy3RXhwFmYpluiS1O_DFY3f_KFzIxQLCVeK_b3y7DBCrHy5tNZX-AX_Ses_OdBFvMGxfeLnhv-y7RPl_PWEiyZZYFOu6JJsnxt9s7mJsxoplL4jlBYiU9IJ1LRjxkoX2MR0d7VqgBgKAB8u-1iI&usg=AFQjCNG6sCDDd_0HtW1lvaZl33JEHHOZjg
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CDsH4VZjEUPWPKMqG2wWSxIDwCIOWvZ8Dm-qhmjvAjbcBEAEgmpWEAlC10_u2_v____8BYMnug4u4pNwYoAGdwandA8gBAqgDAaoEugFP0GLJcdzHQPqnNO9WK4044fF1QTWc331NilOzuSR0I7E9yjzJ1a3qjdrEVjVU6XVPzU6I_DK7wOCaFUs2b-TWMFR-LcawfbhIl66hy1cCNK7IOFdMjy3RXhwFmYpluiS1O_DFY3f_KFzIxQLCVeK_b3y7DBCrHy5tNZX-AX_Ses_OdBFvMGxfeLnhv-y7RPl_PWEiyZZYFOu6JJsnxt9s7mJsxoplL4jlBYiU9IJ1LRjxkoX2MR0d7VqgBgKAB8u-1iI&num=1&sig=AOD64_19-dNCq_zKihj8kaV_ZdaFOelIPQ&client=ca-pub-5155643920455169&adurl=http://www.fab.com%3Ffref%3Da-300-69-GD%26frefl%3DGoogle%2520P_Display
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6788&zid=5005ac2cbeb23&adId=38861&pos=1&impt=1355061330.894321171832&zoneId=378&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6788&zid=5005ac2cbeb23&adId=38861&pos=1&impt=1355061330.894321171832&zoneId=378&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6788&zid=4fb416a71dc5b&adId=37250&pos=2&impt=1355061330.894321171832&zoneId=378&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6788&zid=4fb416a71dc5b&adId=37250&pos=2&impt=1355061330.894321171832&zoneId=378&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6788&zid=4efc6fab5342a&adId=34036&pos=3&impt=1355061330.894321171832&zoneId=378&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6788&zid=4efc6fab5342a&adId=34036&pos=3&impt=1355061330.894321171832&zoneId=378&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2009/10/30/book-a-cruise-up-to-75-off/?fc_id=34658&fc_app_id=6788&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2009/10/30/book-a-cruise-up-to-75-off/?fc_id=34658&fc_app_id=6788&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2011/11/30/new-discovery-leads-to-shocking-muscle-gains/?fc_id=34561&fc_app_id=6788&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2011/11/30/new-discovery-leads-to-shocking-muscle-gains/?fc_id=34561&fc_app_id=6788&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6788&zid=4fdb86952257e&adId=37987&pos=6&impt=1355061330.894321171832&zoneId=378&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6788&zid=4fdb86952257e&adId=37987&pos=6&impt=1355061330.894321171832&zoneId=378&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6788&zid=4f96f74cc5035&adId=36719&pos=7&impt=1355061330.894321171832&zoneId=378&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6788&zid=4f96f74cc5035&adId=36719&pos=7&impt=1355061330.894321171832&zoneId=378&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6788&zid=50ad2ee313235&adId=48978&pos=8&impt=1355061330.894321171832&zoneId=378&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6788&zid=50ad2ee313235&adId=48978&pos=8&impt=1355061330.894321171832&zoneId=378&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rawstory.com%2Frs%2F2012%2F12%2F06%2Fsuffragette-autograph-album-illuminates-movements-struggles%2F
http://www.adblade.com/doc/privacy
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=2712&dat=19120315&id=o249AAAAIBAJ&sjid=WysMAAAAIBAJ&pg=2255,2719535
http://www.religiousverse.com/poems/man/115-the-aspirations-of-man/993-road-makers
http://guardian.co.uk/


Sponsored Links

NFL Extra Points Card
Get Unbeatable Rewards & No Annual Fee w/ Your
Official NFL Team Credit Card. Apply Today.
http://www.nflextrapoints.com

Walden University Online
Doctoral, Master's and Bachelor's. Classes Start Soon.
Apply Now!
Waldenu.edu

Barclaycard Ring
8% Variable APR, No Annual Fee and No Fees on
Balance Transfers.
www.barclaycardring.com

  Buy a link here  

[what's this?]

 

 
By commenting, you agree to our terms of service

and to abide by our commenting policy.
 
3 comments • 10 reactions

What's this?RECOMMENDED FOR YOUALSO ON RAW STORY

Leave a message...

DiscussionDiscussion CommunityCommunity ##ShareShare

• Reply •

Why auction it off to some stupid elitist rich person?

Why not donate it to a museum or library where it can be preserved and shared by all, since we are all part of the legacy of that struggle?

KitTraverse •  3 days ago

 8 " #

• Reply •

Absolutely!
Bookthief  •  3 days ago>  KitTraverse

 2 " #

• Reply •

Dirty cops beat them in their cells for trying to make progress. Not much has changed.
dula •  3 days ago

 2 " #
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