
Courtesy Arizona Historical Society – Flagstaff
A poster for Arizona’s first state fair in 1912 celebrated women’s relatively new
freedom to drive.
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Women's suffrage play here Friday honors centennial
Joanna Dodder Nellans
The Daily Courier

This year is not only Arizona's
centennial, but also the centennial
of women gaining the right to
vote in Arizona.

A short play and discussion about
Arizona's suffrage movement will
take place in Prescott Friday to
commemorate this 100th
anniversary. "Votes for Women:
Right or Wrong?" starts at 7 p.m.
at the Prescott College Crossroads
Center, 220 Grove Ave.

The free play offers a sample of
what the conversation might have
been like at the suffrage booth at
Arizona's first state fair, where
women gathered signatures on
the initiative petitions to force an
election on Nov. 5, 1912.

The Arizona Women's Heritage
Trail is putting on the event as
part of its Woman Suffrage
Centennial Forum, with financial
support from the Arizona
Humanities Council and Arizona
Public Service. Heritage Trail
historian Mary Melcher wrote it
with the help of consultant Ben
Tyler, director of the Arizona
Theater Foundation.

Well-known local actors are
performing the skit, including Jody
Drake, Parker Anderson, Tedd
DeLong and Pattie Conrad.
Women's Heritage Trail Director
Joan Meacham also will perform.

While an overwhelming 68 percent of the men who voted in the 1912 election supported women's
suffrage, it was a long road to get there.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton made the first public demand for women's suffrage in 1848 in Seneca
Falls, N.Y.

In 1883 Murat Masterson, a Mormon attorney from Prescott, introduced a bill in the Arizona
Territorial Legislature to give women the right to vote, noted a summary of the Arizona suffrage
movement from the Women's Heritage Trail. Mormon leaders often supported suffrage because
they believed female voters would help outlaw alcohol and other vices.
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While his bill failed, Josephine Brawley Hughes of Tucson started an Arizona suffrage movement in
1890. Legislators continued to reject bills, stating voting would corrupt and degrade women. But
the coalition grew.

Prescott became a focal point of the movement as local residents Pauline O'Neill (widow of Rough
Rider Buckey O'Neill) and Frances Willard Munds joined in and helped gain support in the
Legislature.

Suffrage supporters hoped the new state Constitution would include the right of women to vote,
but Constitutional Convention delegates feared that including suffrage in the Constitution would
prevent Congress from approving statehood for Arizona.

Since the state's new Constitution included the right of initiative and referendum, suffrage
supporters went straight to work and got the question on the ballot just nine months after Arizona
gained statehood. They gathered many of their signatures during the first state fair in October.

Coincidentally, the first state fair poster featured a woman driving a car.

"Driving was a very liberating experience for women who had long depended upon men to drive
teams of horses for a stage or carriage or buckboard," observed Women's History Trail Historian
Heidi Osselaer. "I think it is telling that at a time when women were demanding the right to vote
in Arizona, and popular sentiment was in favor of the idea, that the fair chose to use an image of
a woman driving a car."

While Arizona's women gained the right to vote in 1912, women didn't gain the national right to
vote until 1920 through the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

By then, Arizona already had elected Frances Munds to the state Senate, as well as Pauline O'Neill
and Rachel Berry to the House.

To learn more about the Women's Heritage Trail, go online to womensheritagetrail.org.

March also is Women's History Month. To learn more about that, visit womenshistorymonth.gov.

Related Stories:
• TRUE (Suffrage) TALES: Play relates women's right-to-vote effort in Arizona

Reader Comments

Posted: Friday, March 09, 2012

Article comment by: Legends In Their Own Mind

I was Going to Go Until I Read our Usual Local Headliners would Be the Stars. In Person I have
Found their performances to be a bit dry. That would explain the Free. No Thank you.

Posted: Wednesday, March 07, 2012

Article comment by: open book

Good timing.

I read in the Best Fest display that the original Statehood application from Arizona included the
right for women to vote, but the US wouldn't accept it that way.

Article Comment Submission Form

Article comments are not posted immediately. Submissions must adhere to the Use of Service section in our
Terms of Use agreement. The email address and phone number you provide are for internal use and will not
be visible to the public. The passcode below is not case-sensitive. You may post comments using a
pseudonym or alias name and enter 000-0000 for the phone number.

Local internet marketing by PaperG

Ask The Editor

 The Daily Courier Editors
Prescott Newspapers, Inc.
Expertise: Newsroom managers
Prescott, Arizona
928-445-3333

Q: * It looks like the new road from 89 to 69 is
almost done, but stalled. Is there a problem
hooking it into 69? That will be a handy road!

A: As stated in an article this summer about
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Please keep comments succinct; 300 words or less is optimal. Comments that are excessively
verbose, rambling or too long for reasonable review may not be posted.

Submit an Article Comment
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Required
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Required

Comment:
Required

Passcode:
Required

Click here to see a new mix of characters.

This is an anti-SPAM device. It is not case sensitive.
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Frontier Village, the Yavapai-Prescott Indian
Tribe is progressing with its...

Q: * Which entries won in the Frontier Days
parade contest? Are there photos of them?

A: Click here for the 2012
parade...
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